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Neither fish nor fowl






  Teacher        

Level B2-C1

Objectives:
· to see the language in a genuinely communicative context
· to raise students’ awareness on a political and social issue
· to be able to recognize implied meaning in comics
· to improve knowledge on immigrant issues and related vocabulary

· to raise awareness about cultural similarities and differences through the use of idioms

· to become familiar with idiomatic language in the Target Language

Summary of the activity

Total time: 2 sessions of 60min

Levels: B2 – C1

English 
	Timing
	Skills
	Preparartion and material
	Procedure
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	Learner’s sheet

Activity I
	The teacher asks learners to imagine they’re sea creatures. In pairs they dicuss and answer questions about their imaginary identity. Learners take notes and introduce themselves to class 

	10'
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	Learner’s sheet

Activity II
	The teacher asks learners to look at the picture of a mermaid and stimulates discussion on her nature and various folk myths and tales associated with mermaids. In pairs learners have to fill in a chart about mermaids and report their answers

	20'

15'
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	Comic sheet

Learner’s sheet

Activity III

Comic sheet

Learner’s sheet

Blackboard


	The teacher hands out the comic sheets and asks learners to read the comic and state if they find it funny. After reading the comic they have to go back to the chart of the previous activity and revise their answers. Then learners answer reading comprehension questions and write down their answers in a chart. The teacher checks answers and initiates discussion

The teacher writes the title of the comic on the blackboard and asks questions about its meaning and similar expressions in the learner’s native language. Then the teacher initiates discusssion on the relevance of the title to the messsage the comic wants to communicate. Learners suggest the similarities and differences between mermaids and immigrants and take notes. The tutor lists them on the blackboard.
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	Learner’s sheet

Activity IV


	The teacher explains the notion of immigrant and related terms. Then learners perform a  matching task to learn related vocabulary.

	15'
	
	Learner’s sheet

Activity V

Blackboard


	Brainstorming: The teacher explains what a spider diagram is and demonstrates by drawing and expanding one on the blackboard. Then the teacher asks learners to think of as many words associated with immigrants as they can and complete their own spider diagrams. The teacher writes the best ideas on the board.

	40'
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	Flashcards

Learner’s sheet

Activity VI

Blackboard

Learner’s sheet

Activities VII-VIII-IX


	The teacher divides the class into groups of two. Group A should follow instructions for Student A on the learner’s sheet and group B should follow instructions for Student B. The teacher goes over the instructions with the class and hands out the flashcards with the statements concerning immigrants. Each learner should produce arguments for or against these ideas. After they finish writing, learners discuss their arguments with members of their group and decide on a leader. The leaders of the two groups engage in a debate during which the members of their group support them by the handing them out the right flashcards. The teacher decides on a winner.

The teacher should spend 5 minutes explaining activities VII, VIII & IX before assigning homework. The teacher should also allow for 25 minutes on the next session to check these activities with the class and discuss.


ACTIVITY I: The SeaWorld 
Oral Expression
Explain to learners that you want to start with something easy so they should relax and enjoy the simulation
Tell learners you want them to use their imagination.  
Introduce the situation and encourage them to visualize themselves as animals living in the sea. 
Divide the class into small groups of two. 
Give them time to negotiate their ideas and ask them to answer the questions. 
Go around and check the progress of each group, helping with vocabulary as necessary. 
When they’re ready, let them introduce themselves to the class using their partner’s notes. 

The idea is to draw a parallelism between the human world and the sea world. Learners are about to discover that they don’t know much about the eating habits and problems of other species

Imagine you are an aquatic creature living at the bottom of the sea. In pairs discuss and answer the following questions, then, report to class.
SUGGESTED ANSWERS
1. What kind of creature are you?

I’m a tuna fish
2. What do you feed on?

I feed on seaweed, worms, shellfish, plankton, small fish, microscopic organisms and even other tuna fish
3. Who are your friends?

Other fish (the ones that cannot eat me)
4. Who are your enemies?

Larger fish, sharks, other tuna fish
5. What is the strangest thing or creature you would expect to find in the sea?

A koala, a lab top computer…… (Let students be really creative!)
ACTIVITY II: Mermaids
Discussion  -Writing 
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Have learners look at the picture of a mermaid 
Ask learners the first question and have learners express their opinion.

Ask: Why do you think people have used mermaids in so many tales?

What’s so special about them

If possible mention the dual nature of mermaids as a way of understanding human nature.
Stimulate discussion on mermaids, fairytales, stories, myths.
Mention Disney’s version of Hans Christian Andersen’s tale The Little Mermaid and the popular Greek legend of Thessalonike, Alexander the Great’s sister.

Have learners work in pairs to fill in the chart.

If they have problems, explain the words in the chart but don’t influence or correct their answers

Ask learners to report their answers.

· [image: image17.bmp][image: image18.bmp]Why do you think people find mermaids fascinating?
· Do you know of any myths, legends associated with mermaids?

· Finish the following chart with your partner’s help.
	MERMAIDS
	

	Animal Classification (Choose):

Aquatic/Terrestrial/Amphibious/Other
	

	Feeds on
	

	Mates with
	

	Is threatened by
	


ACTIVITY III: Neither Fish nor Fowl
Reading for pleasure and for specific information – Oral expression – Reasoning 
Give learners the comic sheet and ask them about their first impression of the comic. (question one)
Explain any unknown words in the speech bubbles

Ask learners to look back at the comic and see if they can work out the answers to the previous activity. Learners should able to deduce that:
a) mermaids are amphibious animals

b) they don’t eat fish

c) they can mate with humans
Explain to learners that you are going to talk about the story in the comic

and that you want them to describe the storyline. Ask them questions like: Where does the story take place? Who’s involved in the story? How do you think the characters feel? 

Have learners express their opinions. 
Then ask them to fill in the chart.

(The words afraid, prejudiced, hate, biased and xenophobia may come up)
Look at the comic below. Do you find it funny?
Go back to activity II and revise your answers. 
Study the comic and fill in the boxes. 
	Setting
	

	Characters
	

	How do you think the fish feel?
	

	How do you think the mermaid feels?
	


Analysis –Elaboration – Listing

Write Neither Fish nor Fowl on the board.

Explain that it is an idiomatic expression. 

Explanation: Having no specific characteristics.

Read the first two questions with the class and discuss.

Ask learners if they think it is an appropriate title for the comic.

Read the rest of the questions with the class and discuss again.

Draw two columns on the blackboard with the words Similarities Differences on top. Ask learners to help you complete the columns.
Learners can take notes during discussion.

The title of the comic is Neither Fish nor Fowl. What does it mean?
Can you think of a similar expression in your native language?
How does the title relate to the topic of the comic? Is there a symbolism or hidden meaning?
It is suggested in the comic that a mermaid is similar to an immigrant. Do you agree? List their similarities and differences below: 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
ACTIVITY IV: Matching
Word-building

Read the definition of the word immigrant with the class.

Comment on the underlined word (comes) and draw the distinction between immigrate and emigrate

Ask learners if they have different words to describe these situations in their native language.

Give learners time to do the exercise

Check the answers with the class.

Explain any new words in the definitions

Key: 3a, 1b, 2c, 4e, 5d
“Immigrant” is an all-inclusive term used to describe a person who comes to a country where they were not born in order to settle there.

Match the terms to their definitions

a. economic migrant

1. traveler who moves from one region or country to





    another

b. migrant


2. a person who leaves one place or country to settle in





    another


c. emigrant


3. Someone who leaves behind their country of origin in





    order to improve their quality of life.

d.brain drain


4. A person who is outside their country in search of 





    refuge, as in times of war, political oppression, or 





    religious persecution.
e. refugee


5. The movement of a large number of a country's





    highly skilled and educated population to countries 





    where they can expect to find better economic and 





    social opportunities.
ACTIVITY V: A SPIDER DIAGRAM
Brainstorming and Word-building
Read the instructions with the class

Draw a spider diagram on the blackboard and demonstrate how you can expand it.  Use the sequence:

IMMIGRANTS-UNEMPLOYMENT-POVERTY-CRIME

Encourage students to write down anything that comes to mind

Give them time to complete their diagrams

Write some of the best answers on the board

Encourage students to take notes

This activity can be used as a preparation tool for the next activity.
In pairs think of as many words as you can associated with immigrants and words associated with these words. Write them down to form a spider diagram. Think about immigrants and their mentality, living conditions, problems that they face e.t.c. 

ACTIVITY VI: A HEATED DEBATE
Building an argument – Written and Oral Expression

Prepare flashcards with statements like the ones below on one side.
The number of flashcards depends on the number of learners

Each learner should be given up to 4 flashcards of different statements

Divide the class into 2 groups.

Group A should follow instructions for Student A.
Group B should follow instructions for Student B.

Read the instructions with the class and explain that each learner should produce one argument for each statement and write it on the back of the flashcard.

Distribute flashcards evenly to both groups. They should all have the same statements.

Give them time to reflect and organize their arguments.
Go around and monitor the process

The teacher should have his/her own deck of empty flashcards
When they’re ready have learners compare their arguments with other learners of the same group and make possible corrections

Have learners decide on a leader and ask leaders to stand up.

Shuffle your deck of cards and pick a statement.

Learners should debate whether the statement is true or false

The teacher is the judge and announces the winning team.
	IMMIGRANTS STEAL 

OUR JOBS
	IMMIGRANTS ARE PROMISCUOUS

	BECAUSE OF IMMIGRANTS 

THE CRIME RATE HAS RISEN
	IMMIGRATION RAISES
PUBLIC COSTS


Immigrants often encounter prejudice and xenophobia. 

STUDENT A
Your teacher is going to give you a card reading one of the reasons people are prejudiced against immigrants. Find an argument against this idea and write it on the back of the card.
STUDENT B
Your teacher is going to give you a card reading one of the reasons people are prejudiced against immigrants. Find an argument that supports this idea write it on the back of the card.

Once you finish, join the group of people who have the same Student card as you.

Discuss your arguments together and decide on a leader who is going to challenge the other team to a debate. 

Every time your leader is challenged by the leader of the opposing team you should decide on the most appropriate counter-argument and hand him/her the corresponding card to use it as a response. The team with the most convincing arguments wins.
ACTIVITY VII: HOMEWORK ASSIGNMENT 

Production
Learners can create their own comic at home.

Read the instructions with the class

Explain that they can use the situation as inspiration or they can follow a different scenario.

Encourage them to be creative and humorous.

Learners can use the comic strips below or make their own.

YOUR OWN COMIC

Try to create your own comic at home.
Group A: You are an immigrant who has returned to his/her country for the holidays.


      Think of a dialogue that takes place in a restaurant.

Group B: Our fish characters from the original comic find a brain sitting at the 


      bottom of the sea! Think of what they say.
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ACTIVITY VIII: ROLE PLAYING
Pair Work

Divide the class into pairs.

Tell learners to act out the comic they made at home with their partners.
If they need more comic characters you can divide the class into larger groups

Now, tell learners to act out their partner’s comic.

Once all the comics have been acted out you can decide on a winner

Keep the best comic and pin it on the board

In turns act out the dialogue from your comic with your partner.

ACTIVITY IX: IDIOMS/ PROVERBS
HOMEWORK ASSIGNMENT
EXTENSION – VOCABULARY DISCUSSION- CULTURAL ASPECTS
Read the questions with the class and discuss

Make sure they understand what they have to do at home

Tell students to use the Internet to find similar idioms in their native language or ask their parents and friends

Check homework and discuss their findings 

“NEITHER FISH NOR FOWL” 

How many expressions with the word fish do you know? 

Can you explain the meaning of the following? You can look them up in a dictionary. Compare them to the corresponding ones (if any) in your native language. Present your findings to the class. 

1. There are plenty more fish in the sea

…………………………………………………………………………………………

2. Like a fish out of water

…………………………………………………………………………………………..

3. To fish in troubled waters

…………………………………………………………………………………………..

4. To drink like a fish

…………………………………………………………………………………………..

5. Make fish of one and flesh of another

…………………………………………………………………………………………..[image: image20.bmp]
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