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National Identity
: Lesson 1


 


Teacher
Objectives:
· to raise students’ awareness on a political and social issue
· to express opinion/feelings on a sensitive issue
· to improve knowledge on national identity issues 
· to expand globalization-connected vocabulary
· to perceive oneself as member of an ever-growing nation
· to be able to define national identity in the Target Language
· to provide food for thought
Summary of the activity

Total time: 2 sessions of 45'


Levels: C1


English
	Timing
	Skills
	Preparartion and material
	Procedure
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	Comic sheet

Learner’s sheet

Activity I

Blackboard
	The teacher hands out the comic sheet and asks learners to respond to it by answering the questions.

In turns, learners read their answers to the class. Brainstorming: The teacher starts a discussion on globalization.

S/he writes keywords on the board and learners take notes.
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	Learner’s sheet

Activity II
	The teacher divides the class into pairs and explains the activity. Learners fill in the gaps in pairs and report to the teacher. The teacher starts a discussion concerning the extend to which the learners’ natioal identity has been altered.
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	Learner’s sheet

Activity III


	The teacher reads the instructions with the class and provides learners with time to write a short paragraph using only passive voice. After they finish writing, the teacher selects some learners to present their work to the class
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	Learner’s sheet

Activity IV


	The teacher makes sure learners understand the activity and suggested vocabulary.  Then, the teacher introduces a discussion on the national identity of different social groups. Learners take notes and write down their own definition of national identity. The teacher asks learners to read their answers out loud.
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	Comic sheet

Learner’s sheet

Activity V
	Text analysis: Learners study the comic once more and focus on the last frame, then, they answer the questions as elaborately as they can. The teacher asks questions to help them understand the hidden meaning and discusses their answers with the class.


Warming up: 
ACTIVITY I: Call me Nemo!
Written Expression – Brainstorming - Discussion

This lesson could be best used as a follow-up of the Immigrants lesson 

since it contains related vocabulary and since, I feel, learners will be best prepared to deal with the complex and demanding issue of National Identity.

Hand out the comic sheets and ask learners to read the comic.
Ask them if they liked it and explain any unknown words.

Ask learners to study the comic and answer the questions on their own without discussing them with their partner. This way the teacher will secure many authentic responses to the comic.

Give learners time to organize their thoughts.

Then, in turns, ask them to read their answers to the class.

Initiate a discussion on globalization.

You can write some key words on the board such as exchange of services, franchising etc. as a way of encouraging learners to take notes. 
Look at the comic and discuss.

How do you respond to the comic? What do you thing it is about?

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Do you think globalization has changed the way we perceive ourselves as individuals?

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
ACTIVITY II: YOUR SELF
Discussion

Divide the class into pairs
Read the instructions with the class 

Have them complete the sentences in pairs

Explain that they can choose more than one nationalities

Instead of checking the activity you can ask questions like:

Who has received French education?

What kind of shoes does your partner like to wear? 

The last sentence will definitely stimulate discussion on the extent to which our national identity is compromised.

Choose nationalities to fill in the gaps. Talk about yourself.

1. I like ………………Italian  and Chinese………………………………. cuisine.
2. I have received ……………………………………….…………….. education.
3. I like listening to …………………………………………………… music.
4. I like dancing to ………………………………………………………music.
5. I’ve watched a lot of ………………………………………………….. films.
6. I usually shop……………………………………………………………..clothes.
7. I wish I can afford……………………………………………………………shoes.
8. I love ………………………………………………………………………culture.
9. I want to be like…………………………………………………… professionals.
10. I feel………………………………………………………………………………
ACTIVITY III: Practice passive voice 

Writing and Grammar

Read the instructions with the class 
Encourage them to be as creative as possible and use linking words and expressions like Unfortunately, Later on etc.

This is a rather difficult task and therefore, you should give learners considerable time to come up with an inspired version of their CV!
Choose a few learners and have them read their answers aloud.

Try to produce a personal presentation using only passive constructions and report to class. You can choose from the list of expressions below. Start like this:

awarded, provided with, trained, treated, exploited,  hired, offered, encouraged, urged, fired, employed, discouraged, drawn, hooked, led to, involved, convinced, prepared, instructed 
I was born and raised in…………, educated in…………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

ACTIVITY IV: DEFINITION OF NATIONAL IDENTITY
Group Discussion –Negotiating – Expressing Opinion

Explain the activity.

Go over the suggested words with the class and explain where necessary.

Ask learners to tell you how an immigrant or a mermaid would define the term.

Ask them to put themselves in their shoes and start a class discussion.

Then, have learners write down their own version of the definition.

Go around and check their progress, helping with vocabulary as necessary. 
Have learners report their answers
In pairs try to define the term National Identity.  Use the following expressions. Think what it would mean for immigrants or the mermaid in the previous comic.

sense of belonging
sharing of beliefs
common history
memories

language
geographical location 

religion 
tradition
customs

homeland
mentality
ancestors
experiences
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

ACTIVITY V: Answer the following questions
Text Analysis 
Ask learners to study the comic and the last frame. 

Read the questions with the class and give them time to perform the task.

Ask: Why do you think the fish says these words?

What do they mean?

Have some learners report their answers and discuss them with the class.
Go back to the comic and study the words in the last speech bubble. How would you interpret them?

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Why does the fish choose the name Nemo for the computer?

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….









